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A Message from  

the 
President 
 

As this is my 
last message I 
would like to 
thank all of you 
that served on 

a committee your help in 
keeping things going is greatly 
appreciated, a special thank 
you to 
     Linda Lopez for filling in on 
the difficult job of recording 
secretary. 
 
 
Joe 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

Looking for a way to help 
the club.  Consider editing 

the Newsletter. 
 

After 10 years of editing 
the newsletter Anthony and 

I are turning in our pens. 
 

We also need a webmaster 
 

 
 

 
  

From the Corresponding 
Secretary  

  
Meeting Notice 

The next General 
Meeting of the Tampa 
Bay Kennel Club will be 
held on Thursday March 
8, 2018 at the Apex 
Publix 16560 N 
Nebraska Ave  at 7:30 
PM 
 
 Board meetings take 
place on the following 
months:  March, April, 
June, September, 
November and 
December after the General 
Meeting. 

Hospitality 
Connie Delaney will be 
providing hospitality for 
this months meeting 
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Attachments 
Carl Ashby Article 
 

 
Tall Tails is Published by the 
Tampa Bay Kennel Club.  
Opinions expressed herein are 
those of the author and are not 
necessarily the opinion of, or 
constitute an endorsement by, 
the Tampa Bay Kennel Club.   
Visit our website at: 
www.tampabaykennelclub.com  
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Delegate’s Report 
 

Members -  The 
attached 

article (see 
Page 4) by 

Carl Ashby seems to me to 
be very timely and 
addresses a problem all 
clubs across the country are 
trying to address.  Please 
read and let’s discuss at the 
next meeting. 
 
 
See you there. 
 
Mary 
 
 

 

Around The Ring 

 
None received this month 
at the time of printing. 
 
 

ClAssified 
Advertising 

 
 

Wanted 
 

Looking for a small but 
powerful dog dryer for 
travel.    
 
Helena Martensen  
813 760 4701.   

 
 

Notice from the club 
Treasurer to all Members 

 
Dues Notice for 2018  

If you have any changes to your 
club information, please include 

the information on the form 
included (see P. 3) when you return 

your dues payment to: 
 

Lucy Granowicz   
6547 Bonnie Blue Drive 

Wesley Chapel, Fl  33544 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
Tampa Bay Kennel Club 

Officers and Board 
 
 

President……. Joe Napolitano  
1st Vice Pres….. Bruce King  
2nd Vice Pres…. Mary Manning 
Stolz 
3rd Vice Pres…..Kathy King 
Corresponding  
Secretary…… Connie Delaney 
Recording 
Secretary……LaWayne Wyatt 
Treasurer……Lucy Granowicz 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Phil Riek Anthony Lopez 
Lorrie Geyer-Limitone Dan 
Stolz 
Georgann Wyatt   Linda Lopez 

Notice to All Members 
 

Your nominating committee 
submits the following list of 
nominees for the slate of 
Officers and Board of Directors 
to serve for the Club Year April 
1, 2018 to March 31, 2019. 

President Mary Stolz 

Vice President Joe Napolitano 

Treasurer Lucy Granowicz 

Recording Secretary Dan Stolz 

Corresponding Secretary  

Connie Delaney 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jeanne St. John  
Georgann Wyatt  
Bruce King 
Kathy King 

 

Nominations from the floor will 
be taken at the February 
general meeting. 
 
Election of Officers and Board 
of Directors will take place at 
the March meeting 2018. 
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2018 TAMPA BAY KENNEL CLUB 

DUES NOTICE 

Please send your $ 10.00 for dues made out to Tampa Bay Kennel Club to: 
 

Lucy Granowicz 
6547 Bonnie Blue Drive 

Wesley Chapel, Fl  33544 
 

Also please include this page if any of your contact information needs to be updated for the 
membership directory. 
 
 
 
 
Name________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________ 
 
              ______________________________________________ 
 
home phone___________________________________________ 
 
Work phone___________________________________________ 
 
Cell__________________________________________________ 
 
Fax___________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail________________________________________________ 
 
 
Breed(s)_______________________________________________ 
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Carl C. Ashby 

Delegate-United States Kerry 

Blue Terrier Club 

 

336.253.9063 

carl@ashby3.com 

 

  

 

 

View this email in your browser  

 

 

This email will focus on  conformation but all of our events face comparable challenges.  Our events 

demonstrate on a daily basis emphasize both the utility of purebred dogs and the human canine bond. 

Delegates who are looking for more in depth information regarding my background and beliefs on a number of 

topics simply "click" the  SAFE link below.  It will take you to a file you can read, share, and/or print.   

Click Here! 

  

 

 

 

Can Conformation be Saved?  

 

  

In September of 2016 the Chairman’s Report  (http://www.akc.org/about/minutes-reports/chairmans-

report/september-2016/)  discussed the status of conformation which is one of the pillars of 

AKC.  Some thought the report was a “downer” but it accurately reflected where we are today.  We 

can’t address a problem if we don’t face it head on.  Conformation has experienced decline not only 

in entries but more importantly unique participation since 2002 and there is no indication of a 

turnaround.   Many of the challenges of conformation impact other sports as well and many of the 

same ideas apply.  Today I will address my thoughts on Conformation today and what we need to 
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consider going forward. 

Times are different than when Jaimie and I started in the sport.  Examples include:  

1. My generation was willing to pay their dues rather than expect instant success 

2. We didn’t have the recreational options 

3. There weren’t the legislative and zoning challenges of breeding and kenneling dogs. 

AKC has conducted extensive research into both the perceptions and the willingness to participate 

in AKC conformation events.  I witnessed one focus group in Chicago consisting of people who 

owned AKC registered dogs.  It was telling. Consider:  

1. There was little interest in conformation 

2. There was interest in our other sports.  

3. They said, “finding a way in” to these events as challenging (Action is underway to address 

this challenge.) 

4. The challenge of attracting and retaining Conformation participants remains.   

Juniors are often considered the entry point for new breeders and exhibitors.  However, a survey 

concluded:  

1. Juniors are an important part of AKC but they are not becoming, in significant numbers, 

breeders and exhibitors as adults.  

2. Younger Juniors drop out and don’t return as teenagers.  

3. Curbing the dropout among the youngest Juniors is a priority. 

4. Keeping young people engaged post high school is also critical.  The Kennel Club in England 

does this with success.  

What should we do?  Consider the following:  

1. We must design programs for 4H, Future Farmers of America, and Boy and Girl Scouts to 

acquaint them with conformation to expand our reach with young people. 

2. We must keep the children of current breeders and exhibitors engaged whether through 

Juniors or otherwise.  Look around your circle of friends few of their children as adults are in 

the sport.  Are yours?  We MUST understand why this is the case and find ways to attract 

and retain these young people. 
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3. We must provide the opportunity for early success in conformation.  Participation in 

conformation is subjective and expensive.  It’s simply hard to grasp without good 

mentoring.  The average new exhibitor shows NO MORE than 5 times and drops 

out.  Retention is critical and that suggests, without dumbing down the purpose of 

conformation, we must create a level of competition for engaging and educating new 

conformation exhibitors. 

4. We need to consider expansion of Special Attractions with recognition for participants and, 

were necessary, experimental rule changes with sunset clauses not making them a 

permanent part of the rules unless the Delegates vote to do so. 

5. Nothing will happen without a strong Club network making Clubs an important part of any 

initiative. 

None of us want to see the conformation sport to slowly wilt away or any other sport for that 

matter.  We must attack this problem the same way we did registrations.  That same commitment 

and energy will give us the best chance to overcome the challenges conformation faces today.  If 

we do that it can be saved!  
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Tampa Bay Kennel Club 
General Meeting  

 
 

 
 

 

 
Anthony & Linda Lopez – Co-Editors 
709 W. River Heights Ave. 
Tampa, FL 33603 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter 
Next Due Date: 

March 25, 2018 


